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Does anyone else feel that the past two months have just flown by? We 
can hardly believe it is already November. It is true what they say, when 
you love what you are doing, time moves faster.  
 
One of the important highlights of this newsletter is reviewing some 
COVID protocols. We have been noticing that as time progresses, we are 
becoming at times too comfortable and are needing reminders about why 
we have the protocols in the first place.  
 
New Information: 
 
Fundraisers 
As with all things, it is nice to have a variety to choose from. It is important that 
we all understand that you have to pick and choose to meet the needs of your 
family situation. It is also an important lesson for children to understand that 
there are choices and not everyone has to participate in all things. This is 
especially true with Hot Lunches. Not all students participate all the time.  
School: 

 Chapter’s Fundraiser https://indigo.flipgive.com/f/810608 
 Purdy’s – https://fundraising.purdys.com/1200266-78123 

PAC: 
 Hot Lunch https://munchalunch.com/schools/AberdeenKamloops/ 
 Willow Creek Organics 

https://munchalunch.com/schools/AberdeenKamloops/ 
 
After school Daycare 
Does your child(ren) get picked up after school by a private after school 
daycare? We are finding that these daycares are not listed as a contact in our 
contact system. Please ensure, if your child(ren) are part of an afterschool 
program that you let Ms. Flynn know at the office as the program should be 
listed as a contact.  
 
Assessments  
This month the Grade 3’s and 6’s will complete our District Numeracy 
Assessment. In addition, the whole school will be doing our Fall School Wide 
Write.  
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Important Dates: 
 

November  
11th – Remembrance Day – No 
School  
13th – World Kindness Day 
26th - Interim Report Cards (Point of 
Progress #2) coming home 
27th – SAC Spirit Day – Crazy socks! 
December 
7th – Non Instructional Day 
21st – Jan 1st – Winter Break 
February 
5th – Non Instructional day 
15th – Family Day – No School  
March 
15th – 19th – Spring Break 
April 
2nd – Good Friday – No School 
5th – Easter Monday – No School 
26th – Non Instructional Day 
May 
21st – Non Instructional Day 
24th – Victoria Day – No School 
June 
29th – Last Day of Classes 
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LITERACY  
Ms Grimshire will be highlighting books from our Library in our newsletters.  
For November, in line with our kick-off to our new ADST challenge feature, the book is:  
Be a Maker by Katey Howes.  This is a great book to get people thinking about making  
and creating.  
 
ADST MONTHLY CHALLENGE - Ms Grimshire has pulled together some great ideas for students  
to do at home that tap into their ADST minds: 
 
Hello Aberdeen families! We are excited to be challenging our students and their families to a monthly ADST Challenge. 
ADST, which stands for Applied Design, Skills, and Technologies, is an exciting subject which encompasses problem solving, 
designing, and critical thinking skills. Every month we will be including an ADST Challenge in our monthly newsletter for 
families to take part in if they choose.  
 
November ADST Challenge: Recycled Materials Boat Challenge 
The Task: You are being challenged to build a boat out of recyclable materials, which you have around your home.  
Guidelines: Your boat must  

1. Float for 3 minutes without taking on water.  
2. Be able to transport a small figurine 
3. Have a mechanism for movement without you touching it 

 
These challenges are completely voluntary. If you and your child choose to pick up the challenge these are to be completed 
at home. Your child can submit their entry via a video, a picture/photo, a write-up/explanation of the steps involved OR 
bringing in the actual final product to show/display first to your classroom and then displayed in the school for a week.  Final 
‘product’ (i.e. video, write-up, actual product, photo, etc.) can be brought to school only on Friday, November 27th for ADST 
Challenge participants. 
 
NUMERACY  
Another new segment of our newsletter is the inclusion of highlighting current math (numeracy) vocabulary, strategies and 
math problems. Our first one comes from our wonderful Mrs. Kaczur: 
 
Math and Numeracy 
As adults we use reading ad writing skills to be literate and we use our math skills to be numerate.  We use all of 
these in our daily lives.  As numerate adults, we naturally follow the Numeracy Cycle as we consider a situation in 
our daily lives.  At school, through engaging open-ended challenges, students are exploring this Numeracy Cycle.  
Reasoning is at the heart of it all.   
 
The Numeracy Cycle: 
A real-life problem comes up… 

 Interpret what the problem is (understand, know and visualize) 
 Apply a Strategy (draw a picture, make an organized list, find a pattern…) 
 Solve it (do the math) 
 Analyze (is your answer reasonable – justifying your thinking is key!  Weigh the pros and cons.  What 

assumptions have you made) 
 Communicate your thinking 
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Try this challenge at home and try to solve it together: 
Jordan, Katarine and yourself get to share 6 cookies.  But, Katarina’s mom says that she is only allowed to have one cookie.  
How will you share the cookies? 
 
Come Read with Me  
Grade 1 parents/guardians, please don’t forget to sign-up and take part in this event. This is a good parent participation 
workshop for grade one parents to help you learn some strategies to make at-home reading more fun and  
educational. All grade one parents are encouraged to attend the Zoom workshop  

Please join us on Zoom at one of these times: 

Thursday, November 19th, 9-10am 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84331931428?pwd=L0pKVSsrZXJrMUJJUnNGMEt0REZSUT09 

Thursday, November 19th, 6-7pm  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85882780967?pwd=N2loaHlEajhRcFcxa25OTzZiWEtwQT09 
 
 
HEALTH & SAFETY 
 
Emergency Drill Practices  
So far this year, we have had 3 Fire Drills, a Lockdown Drill and an Earthquake drill. We need to have 6 fire drills, 2 lockdown 
drills and 2 Earthquake drills each year. The students and staff have done really well in these drills.  
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COVID Reminders 
 Please remember, if you are hoping to enter the school for any reason, parents are required to wear a mask to do so 

and to have completed the visitor orientation    http://visinfo.sd73.bc.ca/   Thank you! 
 You may want to take some time to review with your child at home the following slide show that we went over with 

students at the beginning of the school year, and teachers are doing again now. The most important part of our day, 
COVID safety wise, involves frequent and well-done hand washing; coughing and sneezing into our elbows; using 
kleenex to clean our noses; & staying home if we are sick.  

 Cohort learning and playing. Cohorts are assigned to largely help us keep track of COVID tracing if necessary. Inside 
the school, classes stick to their learning cohorts. This involves one other class as inside numbers must stay below 
60. For the most part, classes stay in their own classes. When playing outside, the cohorts are allowed to be bigger 
as there is more space and fresh air. At recess and lunch, cohorts double up and there can be 2 cohorts playing 
together. Intermediates, due to their extra large play space, have 3 cohorts together. This is allowed due to the fact 
students wash their hands before going outside and again when they re-enter the classroom.  

 Before and after school - thank you to all families for working hard to ensure students line-up at their classroom 
doors in the morning and leave the school grounds at the end of the day. School district bus students remain on the 
playground after school as they often have to wait over an hour before their school bus arrives. These students are 
supervised by a school staff member. As the days get darker and colder, these bus students will be heading into the 
gym until the bus arrives for them. When this occurs, there will not be supervision for other students past 2:45. The 
reason for bus students being separate from late pick-ups is for COVID tracing. 

 A reminder as well that rumours don’t make for a safe feeling school. If and only if, Interior Health contacts the 
school about rumoured cases, then the school district enacts a plan of communication. Parents & staff who need to 
know will be connected with and communicated with. If we don’t hear from Interior Health there is no direct 
concern to the school. As a school, we follow direction directly from Interior Health, as does the School District 
itself.   We are committed to maintaining the confidentiality of those involved.  

 Please remember that a FEVER requires you to call 811 and have the Health Screening completed.  
 

Cold & Flu Season 
 COVID makes telling the difference between these challenging. Cold symptoms (stuffy, runny nose) are not COVID 

related BUT it is essential that your child can independently take care of their own nose related by products and that 
at home, they have practiced additional handwashing, etc. for sneezes, et al that come with colds. Flu or COVID? It 
is really hard to differentiate between these two. No matter what, if your child has thrown-up within the last 12 
hours, they need to stay at home until the haven’t thrown up for 24 hours.  

  If your child’s symptoms (cold, cough, runny nose for example) are gone after a 24 hour period they are welcome to 
return to class.  

 
DISTRICT ITEMS 
 
What Happens If There’s a COVID-19 Case? 
Keeping everyone safe in our schools is our biggest priority, and we are following strict health and safety measures outlined 
by the Provincial Health Officer and the Ministry of Education. 
In the case of a confirmed or alleged case of COVID-19 in a school, the school district will follow the direction of the Medical 
Health Officer and will provide documentation to the health authority to support contact tracing of all individuals impacted 
by an exposure to COVID-19. 
If there is a confirmed case of COVID-19, this is how and when families will be notified. 

 Interior Health will contact the affected school. 
 Parents and guardians will be contacted by Interior Health if their child was exposed to the confirmed case while they 

were infectious. Staff who were in contact with the confirmed case will also be notified. Personal privacy rights and 
confidentiality will continue to be maintained for anyone with a confirmed case of COVID-19. 

 People who are notified that they have been exposed to COVID-19 will be required to isolate at home for 14 days from 
when their last exposure happened. 
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 Interior health officials will work closely with the school district to determine if further actions should be taken, and the 

school will support student learning while they are in self-isolation. 
 Based on the direction of the Medical Health Officer, it may be necessary for the school and district to communicate 

with the school community. SD73 and the Medical Health Officer will work together to develop a communications plan 
to inform the school community. 

 When an exposure at a school is confirmed, this will become public information. The BC Centre for Disease Control will 
publish COVID-19 Public Exposures on their webpage.  

 A “school exposure notification” does not mean all students at the school have been exposed to COVID-19. If you do 
not receive a phone call or letter from Interior Health, your child is encouraged to continue attending school. 

 

A Way Home Kamloops Society 
The society is hosting its 4th annual Campout to End Youth Homelessness on  
Dec. 11, 2020, at 6:00 PM. A Way Home Kamloops would like to invite you to  
shine a light on youth homelessness and help vulnerable youth have a home  
for the holidays. They would appreciate you sharing this information, should  
families want to participate at home. To  sign-up as a camper, please click here. 
 

Screenagers NEXT CHAPTER: Uncovering Skills for Stress Resilience  
The conversation around screens and teens is being taken to the next level by filmmaker and physician Dr. Delaney Ruston. 
SD73 parents and families will have an opportunity to watch his new movie, on-demand, between Nov. 26 and Dec. 13, 
2020. The film explores the science behind the emotional challenges teenagers face, the interplay of social media, and how 
families and schools can help them build crucial skills to navigate stress, anxiety, and depression in our digital age.  More 
information, along with the trailer, how to register is here:  
https://forms.sd73.bc.ca/Screenagers-NEXT-CHAPTER  
 
 

 


