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September 18th, 2020 
 
Welcome, officially, to the new 2020-2021 school year! 
 
The staff at Aberdeen are very excited to start the year off with students in the building. It has 
been as exciting for us as it has been for our students and families to see the school fill each 
morning.  We are expecting approximately 400 students and 38 staff members at the school this 
year.  
 
Please note: This will be the only paper newsletter sent home this year. You should have also 
received a digital copy of this newsletter today as well via email. If not, please let Mrs. Flynn know. 
 
Welcome to New Staff: 
We would like to welcome our newest team members to Aberdeen: Mrs. Bone (Gr. 5/6), Mr. 
Gagnon (Gr. 6/7), Mrs. Silva (Montessori 1,2,3), Ms. Brandt (Library Assist.), Mr. Mackenzie 
(Custodian), Miss Paulsen (CEA) & Mrs. Tebulte (CEA).  As a new staff member myself, I want to 
thank everyone for their kind and welcoming words these first few weeks of school. I am delighted 
with how kind all the student’s are as well. It is going to be a great year and I look forward to 
getting to know everyone as the year progresses.  
 
Paperwork: 
During the month of September, you will receive several important documents. Please sign and 
return to your child’s teacher. Of special importance are any forms indicating allergies and health 
concerns that we need to be aware of immediately and your most up to date phone numbers and 
email addresses. Thanks! 
 
Please note: If you have either a Hotmail or Yahoo email account (sometimes gmail accounts are 
affected too), you may find you are not receiving emails from the school (there is a problem with 
the MyEd program the Ministry of Education uses). Please check your junk and spam folders. If 
you have an alternate address to offer, please contact the office so we can update it in our 
system. 
 
Important COVID Health Update 
Please refer to the attached updated Acknowledgement to Complete Daily Health Check - 
Student. Based on the most current information provided by the BC CDC, we have an updated 
Health Check form. This does not need to be re-signed and returned, but it is for your 
reference. Specifically, the Daily Health Checks have been reduced.  Again, we are not requiring 



these to be re-signed for students; it is just important to understand the updated changes that 
have occurred.  
 

School Photo Day 
Please mark September 25th on your calendar as this year’s School Photo Day.  Class photos will 
be taken in the spring along with the School Panorama. We are using a new photography 
company this year (Artona) and are excited to hear your feedback on their work! 

 
Student Safe Arrival Program: 
Parents no longer leave a message on our school answering machine/Safe Arrival line. Our new 
system handles the majority of parent contact (including phone calls) when a student absence is 
unexpected. This also allows parents to interact directly with the system in the following ways: 

• by phone when the system calls you, or when you want to initiate a call to notify that  
  your child will be absent 
• by internet through a login controlled web page interface 
• by a Smart phone app (iOS and Android version; both available for free). 

 
All parents are asked to please report student absences before 8:30 am on the day of the 
absence (you can also report absences in advance, if they are known). To report an absence 
you may choose to: 

• call the toll free # 1-844-350-2647 or 
• access the following website:https://go.schoolmessenger.ca or 
• download App from Itunes or Google Play  
 

Please choose the reason for your child’s absence from school: sick, appointment, family 
vacation, etc.  Don’t forget to wait for the confirmation # to ensure your child’s absence has been 
recorded.  If you do not connect with the system by 8:30 am on the day of your child’s absence 
from school, and when the teacher has completed attendance for his/her class, then a report will 
be dispatched for all. 
 
Bell Schedule: 
Morning Welcoming Bell 8:20 
Start of classes 8:30 
Start of Recess 9:55 
End of Recess 10:10 
Start of Lunch eating time 12:10 
Start of Lunch play time 12:26 
End of Lunch time 1:07 
End of Day 2:30 
 
We would like to remind everyone of our Litter-Less Lunch policy. Students should be taking 
home all recyclable containers and materials and are strongly encouraged to bring reusable 
containers for lunch items, to reduce the amount of litter. Thanks for your support with this!  
 

https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/


On time arrival: 
Now, more than ever, it is essential that our students are arriving on time for when their teacher 
opens their outside door. Safe entry into the school is more complex in our current environment 
and we require parent cooperation for us to be able to start our learning day on time. Please 
take a moment to reflect on your morning routines and adjust so that all non-bus students arrive 
between 8:10 and 8:30 am.  We do not have outside supervision for students who arrive before 
8:15 am and as a physical distancing measure, students must line up outside of their school 
entry doors upon arrival to school grounds.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this 
safety matter.  
 
After School Plans: 
Please ensure that your child knows his/her after school schedule before leaving for school in 
the morning. We are happy to occasionally deliver messages to the students, however, there are 
approximately 400 students attending Aberdeen. We do not permit students to use the office 
phones to make after school plans with classmates.  
 
Driving/Parking/Drop Off Safely: 
We are excited to have our students back in school, but we need to ensure that they all arrive 
safely!  If at all possible, please walk to school to limit congestion before and after school. Or, if 
your child is older, please arrange to meet them farther down Van Horne Drive. We appreciate 
that parents are not entering the school parking lot that is designated for staff and district 
vehicles. Our pick up and drop off lane is for this purpose only. Please ensure you do not park in 
this area and bring your child to their class. As soon as they can responsibly do so, we highly 
recommend the drop off and let them independently walk to their classes.  
 
Cell Phone Usage: 
Students may use cell phones to communicate with parents before and after school - off of 
school grounds - to allow for safe arrival and leaving communication. However, NO CELL 
PHONE USAGE of any kind is permitted during the school day unless specific permission is 
granted by your child’s teacher. These devices must be stored securely in their own backpacks 
and turned off (no one needs to hear beeps and vibrations while trying to learn during the day), 
therefore, student’s bring them to school solely at their own risk - the school cannot nor will not 
take responsibility for their care and safety. Please review with your child the appropriate times 
to use his or her cell phone. Be mindful that you are not texting your child during school hours as 
he or she is not permitted to check for texts (or turn their phones on) during school hours. If you 
have a message that cannot wait until after school, please call the school office and a message 
will be delivered to your child.  
 
Library News: 
Did you do a Summer clean-up or are planning on a Fall one? We are still missing some 
Aberdeen Library books from the Spring.  Please return any books you find.  Miss Grimshire has 
already been hard at work creating wonderful book displays for our students and books will be 
coming home soon. Don’t worry - we have COVID protocols already in place to ensure books 
are handled safely by both staff and students alike.  



Bikes, Scooters and other Fun Things: 
Many of our students make their way to and from school using wheeled forms of transportation. 
A reminder that students are expected to use and store their bikes and/or scooters appropriately. 
Students are reminded to wear their helmets and to not use these items on the school grounds 
between 8:00 - 3:30 for safety reasons.  
 
Raise a Reader 2020: 
Raise a Reader day is this upcoming Wednesday, September 23rd. To support this important 
initiative, we are asking all students who are able to donate a Loonie for Literacy. We will have 
a collection can available that we will put contributions into (done with COVID safety protocols in 
mind). If at all possible, please support. See below for additional information and other ways you 
can support.  
 
Terry Fox Run/Walk 
 Aberdeen Elementary is proud to take part in this year's 40th Anniversary of Terry Fox's 
Marathon of Hope.  We will not be able to do the regular cash collections or regular 
neighbourhood run this year due to COVID, but you can still consider helping financially!  The 
entire school will participate in our Terry Fox field run, just in our cohorts, on Friday, September 
18th.  Visit  www.terryfox.ca/Aberdeen to make a donation. 

Ways that Parents Can Support Teachers 

This article has been sent home before, but it is worthwhile reprinting it, especially as it pertains to 
building relationships in our school community.  Teachers at Aberdeen are committed to helping each 
and every student be the best they can be.  We want to work together with parents/guardians to make it a 
real team effort.  Below are a few suggestions that you, as parents/guardians, can use to help us and 
your child have a successful school year: 

Get both sides of the story – About 90% of all problems between parents/guardians and teachers can 
be solved by giving each other a chance to tell their side of the story.  Children will often give an account 
of what happened in a way that avoids placing any negative light on themselves, (I can certainly 
remember that!) and this can lead to big misunderstandings.  As a parent/guardian, it is hard not to 
believe every word your child says and to take his or her word for fact, but just remember that before 
becoming upset or displeased with a teacher you should give that individual the opportunity to tell the 
story from their perspective.  Never jump to conclusions or make assumptions! 

Be patient – Beginning a new school year with a new teacher and harder standards is difficult for 
children.  Often they will complain that the work is too hard, that they are given too much homework, or 
that the teacher isn’t fair.  Sometimes when they say they don’t like a new teacher, it really translates to 
the fact that they don’t like having to do harder work than they did the year before.  Please bear with the 
teacher over the first few weeks and take any complaints from your child with a grain of salt.  After all, the 
most profound learning takes place when we are challenged and placed out of our comfort zone. 

 

 

http://www.terryfox.ca/Aberdeen
http://www.terryfox.ca/Aberdeen


Avoid negativity in the home – There are times when you may be upset with your child’s teacher. 
When this happens, I would ask that parents/guardians deal directly with the teacher and avoid speaking 
about the matter in a negative way in front of their children.  If a parent/guardian shows disrespect for the 
teacher at home, the child will feel that she or he has the right to show the same disrespect for the 
teacher in the classroom.  I will say as well that if you do have an issue with your child’s teacher and call 
me to discuss it, in most cases I will refer you right back to the teacher, where most issues can be 
resolved in a respectful manner (and almost always better when it’s done face to face!).  If you have 
made an attempt to handle the matter with the teacher and no progress is made, then you are welcome 
to set up a meeting with the principal. 

Contact teachers during appropriate times – Please do not show up at your child’s classroom 
unexpectedly to have a discussion.  Teachers love to have parents/guardians visit the school, sit in 
during lessons, and talk with them about their child’s performance.  All of those things, however, should 
be scheduled.  Teachers have enough on their plates, and when they are in the middle of a lesson they 
have worked extremely hard to prepare and all of the students are paying attention, it is distracting to 
have to go into the hall to talk with someone who has shown up out of the blue.  If you do have an 
emergency where you need to pick up or speak with your child, please come to the office first. 

 
WANTED: NOON HOUR SUPERVISORS! 
  
We are in need of parents/guardians for this important position. You will receive an honorarium               
of $12/hr. Even if you can only help out one or two days a week, please contact Ms. Rogers, Mr.                    
Conroy or Ms. Flynn at the office. We would like to put together a team as soon as possible.                   
This is a rewarding job; an opportunity to spend time with wonderful children and contribute to a                 
positive, safe, and dynamic school environment. I know some of you helped out in this capacity                
last year, which was greatly appreciated. The need for your help is just as profound every year.                 
This does not have to be a five-day commitment, either. If you only have one or two noon hours                   
a week that you have available and want to help, we will be thrilled to accommodate you as part                   
of our noon hour team! 
 
Medical Alerts & Administration of Medication 
Parents, please remember that is your responsibility to let the school know if your child has a 
serious health condition or requires medication while at school.  School district personnel are 
not permitted to administer medication to students unless specifically authorized to do so by a 
Doctor.  Please ensure you obtain a form/s from us that authorize the school to administer a 
prescription or identify the steps to take in a medical emergency. All medication must be clearly 
labelled with your child’s name, the medications name and given to the teacher as soon as the 
classes begin for the day.  School staff are not permitted to administer non-prescription drugs 
(ie: aspirin) at any time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 
One very important group at each school is the PAC. We need you to continue to support this 
organization. The PAC is an advisory council, a fund-raiser, and a supporter of the school. 
All parents are automatically members of PAC and are invited to the PAC meetings.  Meetings 
will be held virtually this year. At this time, some of our PAC Exec. will be stepping down to work 
with their children who are being homeschooled or learning online.  
First meeting is September TBD @ 6:30 pm 
 

2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR  
 
September:  
21 Montessori Peace Day  
25 Individual Photo Day  
28 Non-Instructional Day 
October:  
7 Parent -Teacher interviews 
12 Statutory Holiday  
23 Non-Instructional Day 
November:  
11 Statutory Holiday  
December: 
7 Non-Instructional Day 
21- 31 Winter Break  
January: 
1-3 Winter Break 
February: 
5 Non-Instructional Day 
15 Statutory Holiday 
March: 
15-19 Spring Break 
April: 
2-5 Easter 
26 Non-Instructional Day 
May: 
21 Non-Instructional Day 
24 Statutory Holiday 
June: 
29 Students' Last Day 

 (12:00 Dismissal) 
 
Website News: 
Please check out our website: https://aberdeen.sd73.bc.ca/ 
All important activities and dates are posted there. 
 

https://aberdeen.sd73.bc.ca/


District News: 
● Please see the time sensitive info below on an upcoming psychoeducational group for parents of 

students with ADHD. 
 
Daily Health Check for Students - updated September 15th: 

● Please refer to the attachment for a copy of the UPDATED DAILY HEALTH CHECK FOR 
STUDENTS as sent out by the Provincial Health Authority.  Please be sure to discard the old 
version and add the new version to your fridge or quick reference area.  If you have already 
signed and returned your Health Assessment Agreement form, you DO NOT need to sign or 
return this new one.  It is for reference only.  

● A reminder that this daily health check MUST be done before sending your child to school.  The 
number one priority is for students to stay home if they are unwell or experiencing any symptoms 
of COVID-19. 

Community News: 
● Kamloops Track and Field Club - please see information below 
● Please see Interior Health Website for Newsletters for parents 

https://www.interiorhealth.ca/sites/Partners/SchoolDistricts/Pages/HealthPromotingSchools.aspx 
● Raise a Reader: COVID-19 has changed the way the 2020 Raise a Reader campaign will run. 

This important campaign raises funds to support these local literacy programs: One to One 
Reading, Parent-Child Mother Goose, Come Read with Me, the Bright Red Bookshelves and the 
Bright Red Book Bus. Volunteers will not be out in their bright orange t-shirts, hawking papers for 
a donation to literacy this year. Instead, there are three ways you can support Raise a Reader in 
2020:  

● Donate online at www.raiseareader.ca (click on the community you want to support).  Kamloops 
This Week will print a special wrap featuring stories about literacy programs on Raise a Reader 
Day, September 23. 
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